LAUNCHING OF THE EAST AFRICA PRESS COUNCILS
Arusha, October 2023
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The East Africa Press Councils (EAPC) is a registered body bringing together media regulatory and development organisations from the East African region embracing the spirit and aspirations of the East African Comminuty.

Among other things, EAPC works to strengthen and promote the institution of independent media regulatory bodies in East Africa, to create awareness, and to promote the concept of self regulation through Press/Media Councils as a viable option for holding the media accountable in the region while promoting media pluralism and diversity.

There are currently six partner media regulatory bodies: the Media Council of Kenya (MCK), the Media Council of Uganda (MCU), the Rwanda Media Commission (RMC) and the Media Council of Tanzania (MCT).
The EAPC was launched by the East African Community Secretary General, Hon. Dr Peter Mathuki on Thursday, October 19, 2023 at East African Community Headquarters, Arusha Tanzania. The launch was attanded by representatives from the founding media regulatory bodies.
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The East Africa Press Councils founding members during the launch at the East African Community Headquarters, Arusha Tanzania on Thursday, October 19, 2023.
Dr Mathuki was hopeful that the EAPC would lead to a freer, independent and vibrant media that would lead to promotion of democracy, social justice and respect for human rights across the East African region. 
He added that independent and professional journalism was the cornerstone of any democratic dispensation, without which freedom of expression is jeopardized; society, especially the weak, including women and youths, would lose out as they would have neither means nor relevant information to hold leaders accountable. 
“Therefore, media regulation should aim at enabling effective and accountable media in the service of the people,” he noted. He added that it should not lead to strangling of the media through undue control and over-regulation. ENDS
