WORLD PRESS FREEDOM DAY 2021 AWARDS CITATIONS
Hon. Abdu Katuntu

Hon. Abdu Katuntu, born on 12th March 1965, is a Ugandan politician, currently serving as the Member of Parliament for Bugweri County, Bugweri District. He was first elected in 2001 and served as the Shadow Attorney General in the Parliament of Uganda until 2018. 
He is a practicing lawyer, having received an LLB from Makerere University and a Dip, LP (LDC) from the Law Development Centre. He is a former member of the Pan-African Parliament from Uganda and Rapporteur of the Committee on Justice and Human Rights.
He believes Ugandans should have access to information as long as it does not infringe on an individual’s private life and the country’s security. He said that whatever the public servants do, they do on behalf of the people of Uganda, and, therefore, people are entitled to this information.

He drafted the Access to Information Bill of 2004, submitting it as a Private Members Bill that was later enacted into law in 2005. It formally came into effect in April 2006. The law essentially states that citizens and especially journalists can demand accountability from a government official.
The passing of the Access to Information Bill into law operationalized Article 41 of the 1995 Constitution of the Republic of Uganda which provides citizens with the formal right to information from the Government. The establishment of a legal right to government information by citizens is a critical principle in the quest for more accountable and democratic governance.

Out of the 193 UN member states only 127, including Uganda, have access to information laws. Of the 54 sovereign African states, only 21 have access to information laws.  Courtesy of Hon. Abdu Katuntu, in 2005 Uganda became the fourth country to enact a right to information law in Africa, after South Africa (2000), Angola (2002) and Zimbabwe (2002).  
Seventeen other African countries have since followed forth. These include Ethiopia in 2008, Liberia in 2010, Niger and Nigeria both in 2011, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, South Sudan and Cote d’Ivoire in 2013, Benin, Burkina Faso and Mozambique in 2015, Kenya, Tanzania and Togo in 2016, Malawi in 2017, Seychelles in 2018 and lately Ghana in 2019.
Uganda’s Access to Information Act, 2005 was enacted to promote the right to access information of public nature, promote an efficient, effective, transparent and accountable Government and to enable the public to effectively access and participate in decisions that affect them as citizens of the country. 

Since its enactment, the Government of Uganda has taken significant steps to promote the right of access to information through a number of programmes and initiatives such as: 

a) The establishment of the Ministry of ICT and National Guidance with a mandate to provide strategic leadership and supervision in ICT and national guidance, including formulation and implementation of ICT policies, and development of ICT infrastructure in the country. As a result, all communication organs of government are under one roof.  These include the Directorate of Information & National Guidance, the Uganda Media Centre, the Media Council of Uganda, Uganda Communications Commission, National Information Technology Authority of Uganda, Posta Uganda and the Government Citizens Interaction Centre.
b) Development of the Government Communication Strategy to establish an effective, well-coordinated and proactive communication system across Government and with the public that will meet the nation’s information needs. The strategy was formulated in 2010 but may soon call for review.
c) The Cabinet decision and requirement for all Ministries, Departments, Agencies and Local Governments to establish fully resourced and functional communication units.  The Cabinet decision was made in 2017.
d)  Provision of free Public Education Airtime on radio and TV stations in every district across the country to sensitize the public on service delivery and development issues. 

e) The establishment of the Government Citizens Interaction Centre (GCIC) to enhance the monitoring of service delivery and provide a channel for feedback and suggestions from citizens.
For his outstanding and worthy contribution to the growth of the media fraternity in Uganda by drafting the Access to Information Bill of 2004 and submitting it as a Private Members Bill that was later enacted into law in 2005 and formally came into effect in April 2006, the Uganda Media Sector Working Group is proud to recognize and award the Hon. Abdu Katuntu.
UMCAT SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM AND MASS COMMUNICATION

UMCAT School of Journalism and Mass Communication, a franchise for United Media Consultants and Trainers, has for over two decades championed the field of media training with the aim of providing progressive and highly relevant professional training and education in Journalism, Multimedia Communication and other media related courses.

UMCAT’s vision is the leading training Institute that supports the development and growth of Journalism and Business in the country by providing knowledge and managerial competence in Journalism business management.

UMCAT has over the years seen over 65 percent of Uganda’s professional practicing journalists in the mainstream media including newspapers, radio and television, which is one of the reasons they have been branded the leading journalism institution in Uganda.

Beyond providing a sound education, UMCAT strives to deliver a holistic hands-on learning experience to students hence producing highly skilled and practical Journalists.

UMCAT has a well-established radio station, television and photo-studio to extend the world of hands-on training to all students and with the recent acquisition of a permanent home with well facilitated lecture rooms, e-learning and e-library, they hope to continue providing the answer for all journalism and media related studies.

The Uganda Media Sector Working Group is proud to recognize and award UMCAT for their outstanding service to the media fraternity and commendable contribution to media development in Uganda by unleashing professional and competent journalists.

 “Professionalism for development”
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